supported on wooden columns. This pri-
mitive structure was pulled down after
fifty years by Khalifa Harun al-Rashid
in 809 A.D. who erected in its place a
mosque of kiln-burnt bricks set in mortar.
A little before his death, Mansur nomi-
nated his elder son Isa, his successor, but
later caused him to renounce his claim
in favour of his second son Mahdi. It
is related of Mahdi that when he made
his first pilgrimage to Mecca as Khalifa,
he had with him besides all the luxuries
which wealth can provide, camels bearing
freights of snow from Khurasan, to cool
the desert air. On reaching Mecca he
distributed millions of gold coins among
the poor inhabitants and presented a
heavy silken Mahmil for the Kaaba. He
enlarged the Mosque at Medina and ad-
orned it in a manner worthy of a great
ruler. To mark the distances mile-stones
were introduced from Baghdad to Mecca
and wells, cisterns and caravanserais were
erected for the comfort of the pilgrims.
Thus his extravagant spirit manifested
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